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THE JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION 

 continues the work of the Missionary Sisters of Service, 
 reaching out in hope and love  

to people socially and geographically isolated,  
strengthening community relationships and networks, 

 developing leadership,  
and empowering people to meet the challenges that confront them.  

The Foundation is named in honor of Fr. John Wallis, a Catholic priest in Tasmania,  
and founder of the Missionary Sisters of Service. 

 

	

 

The John Wallis Foundation 

PO Box 2075 Rangeview 

VIC 3132 

P: 03 9873 5520 

F: 03 9873 5457 

liz.mcaloon@johnwallisfoundation.org.au 

www.johnwallisfoundation.org.au 

Image on front cover:  

Camp participant on a Family Camp for newly arrived Burmese 

families. Edmund Rice Community and Refugees Services 2015 

grant in partnership with Sunshine Harvester Primary School,  

Melbourne  

	

We, the John Wallis Foundation, acknowledge that we inhabit an ancient 

Land. We acknowledge and honour the original peoples, who have lived in 

distinct aboriginal nations as they have treasured and cared for this Land. 

We commit ourselves to ongoing reconciliation  

and our own growth in understanding. 
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Joan Donoghue 
Chairperson 

 

 

Martin Allen 
Director 

  
 
Jeff Byrne 
Director  

 
Joan is a former CEO of Catholic 
Homes and has extensive  
administrative,  
governance and  
management expertise in the 
Not-For-Profit Sector. 

 
Martin has a wealth of Business 
experience implementing  
solutions for national and  
global clients. His roles included 
senior client relationships, con-
tract negotiation, business de-
velopment and technology 
innovation and implementa-
tion. 

 
Jeff is a qualified Company 
Director with extensive  
experience in government 
board roles. He has a  
background in public sector 
leadership, organization  
governance and risk  
management. 

		

Amanda  
Freeman  
Director 

 

Rob Giebels 
Director  

 

David Hickey 
Director  

 
Amanda has worked across 
community engagement  
initiatives for a number of years, 
and is highly experienced in 
community liaison and  
community building. 
Amanda co-ordinates youth  
programs in her local  
community. 

 
Rob has a professional  
background in engineering 
with extensive experience in 
project management. He has  
undertaken Adult leadership 
development and also has 
broad Not-For-Profit  
governance experience.  

 
David is currently a professional 
fundraiser and has extensive  
experience as a marketing 
manager in the health sector. 
He also has expertise in  
communications and  
promotions. 

 

Brian Lennon  
Director 

 

Bernadette 
Madden MSS  
Director 

 
 
Chris Smith 
Director 

 
Brian has more than 20 years  
experience in human resources 
management and organization 
development. He also has  
extensive experience in the  
Finance Industry and worked in  
investment, climate change,  
hydrology and ecosystems.  

 
Bernadette has worked as a  
social worker and teacher 
across Australia. She has 
worked for many years in  
indigenous communities.  
Bernadette currently works in 
family services assisting  
vulnerable families. 

 
Chris is a Catholic Education 
Administrator. He has worked 
for many years in leadership  
development for young  
people across Australia and 
has extensive experience in  
organizational leadership  
nationally. 

	
	

During the 2014/2015 financial year, the Board was comprised of the following  

members. 

GOVERNANCE – OUR PEOPLE 
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Corrie  
van den Bosch MSS 
Director 

 
 
Bernadette Wallis MSS 
Director 

 
Corrie is currently on the MSS Governing Body.  
Corrie believes each opportunity during her time 
as an MSS has opened the door to another rich 
life experience. Corrie currently edits the  
Highways and Byways Magazine of the MSS and 
the John Wallis Foundation. 

 
Bernadette had been on the MSS Governing Body 
for 18 years, and was Congregational Leader for 
eight years. Bernadette has extensive experience in  
community engagement initiatives, leadership  
development, advocacy, pastoral care and  
counseling, as well as project management. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



	
	

 5  

FROM OUR CHAIRPERSON – JOAN DONOGHUE  
I am delighted to present my first annual report as Chair of the John Wallis  
Foundation.  It has been a year of great activity and growth, with special  

celebrations to mark the 70th Anniversary of the Missionary Sisters of Service (MSS), 

a series of national John Wallis Memorial Lectures as well as other key events and 

the expansion of the Small Grants Program.    

During this time, many celebrations and events marked the 70th Anniversary of the MSS.  These 

included Eucharistic celebrations in Toowoomba, Yea, Melbourne, Whyalla, Bribie Island,  

Hobart and Bruny Island and several events including an Art Auction and a Winter Games 

Night in Melbourne.  Members of the MSS, the Foundation, Regional Groups and many others 

who have journeyed with the MSS over the years enjoyed the networking, companionship and 

stories from a bygone time.  Inspired by the spirit and work of the MSS, the Foundation  

continues to reach out to people who are socially and geographically isolated, strengthening 

community relationships and networks, developing leadership and empowering people to 

meet the challenges that confront them. 

The key networking program this year was the organisation of seven John Wallis Memorial  

Lectures. In March Australian broadcaster and journalist Geraldine Doogue spoke on “The  

Australian Spiritual Search – a Complex and Beautiful Thing” to more than 350 people in  

Toowoomba.  This lecture was organised by the Toowoomba JWF Regional Group. The  

national program for international speaker and social justice advocate Sr. Carol Zinn was  

skillfully organised by our Executive Officer, Liz McAloon. Sr Carol Zinn SSJ, from Philadelphia 

USA, delivered an impressive series of six lectures which touched on various aspects of a  

common theme: “Keeping Hope Alive: Environmental Sustainability and Justice”.    Other key 

events have included a Pilgrimage to Bruny Island, a Bush Walk to Dunalley and the Yea  

Annual Bike Walk Run event.  We are very appreciative of the many volunteers who  

contributed their time and skills to these and other events. 

In 2014/15, eleven small grants were awarded across five states -  NSW, Q’ld, SA, Tas and Vic. It 

is only through the generous support of many donors and the financial and in kind support of 

the MSS that an expansion of the grants program has been made possible.  Our sincere thanks 

to all who have supported the works of the Foundation.  Our future depends on our financial 

security and strength.  Together we have the opportunity to grow and make a difference to 

the lives and circumstances of people who are disadvantaged or marginalised.      

I wish to thank the MSS Leadership Team for their wise counsel and unswerving support 

throughout the year and Board Members for generously contributing their expertise to ensure 

the sound governance of JWF.  We farewelled Board members Mary Healy and Patricia ní 

Ivor after four years of valued service and welcomed Martin Allen and Jeff Byrne as new 

members to the Board.  Special thanks to Chris Smith for his leadership and commitment as  

inaugural Chair of the Board over the past 4 years and to Liz McAloon, for her vitality and  

expertise in managing the activities of the Foundation in the spirit of the MSS.  Also, many 

thanks to our regional group members, donors, partners and volunteers who have contributed 

time, skills and funds to the work of the Foundation.    Together we can make a difference.    

Joan Donoghue 

Chairperson, John Wallis Foundation 2014 – 2015 
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FROM OUR EXECUTIVE OFFICER – LIZ McALOON  
Our Foundation has achieved much over the last twelve months. We are  

inspired by the vision of the Missionary Sisters of Service (MSS) who established the 

Foundation in 2010, and who continue to share their wisdom and experience as 

the Foundation develops its programs, and continues to shapes its direction.  

Being in touch with communities far and wide is a strong reminder that many  

people continue to do it hard on life’s journey, often through harsh and unjust circumstances. This 

year, thanks to the great generosity of our donors, the Foundation has been able to respond to 

some of those needs through our Small Grants program and through initiatives brought forward by 

the JWF Regional Groups.  

I have had the great pleasure of visiting all the JWF Regional Groups over the last year, and  

meeting together to support them in discerning local needs and issues. This year the Regional 

Groups in Toowoomba, Bundaberg and Melbourne brought together community projects, which 

the Foundation has subsequently funded. Through the efforts of the Toowoomba Regional Group, a 

number of workshops supporting women in rural and remote areas were held. In Bundaberg a 

partnership project with the local St. Vincent de Paul Society delivered a series of cooking classes 

for disadvantaged mums. In Melbourne, the Regional Group continue to support an initiative aim-

ing to build community on the northern perimeter of the city in Mernda. This is an area stressed by 

the pressures of rapid population growth and lack of services. We are also delighted that a project 

funded in early 2014 Healing with Haircuts is now an ongoing initiative of the Heal Clinic in  

Ringwood Melbourne, thanks to the efforts of JWF board Member Amanda Freeman. Funds have 

also been directed to the support of refugees and asylum seekers in Sydney and Melbourne,  

women in remote communities in South Australia to build capacity, isolated older members of a 

Hispanic community in Melbourne, members of the Deaf community in Victoria, and vulnerable 

community members in rural Victoria. 

We have also been keeping the spirit of Fr. John Wallis alive through seven John Wallis  

Memorial Lectures across four states. Renowned Australian broadcaster and journalist  

Geraldine Doogue and social justice advocate Sr. Carol Zinn SSJ from Philadelphia US were our 

guest presenters this year to much acclaim at every event.  

In September 2014 we were successful in securing a Small Grants Donation Account with the  

Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal, a national philanthropic and government  

partnership to enable philanthropic funds to reach rural and remote Australia. This now means that 

any donor to the John Wallis Foundation can receive a full tax deduction for their  

donation. These donor funds will support projects in rural and regional Australia. We continue to 

work with Alice Macdougall of Herbert Smith Freehills to secure tax-deductibility for the Foundation. 

We are very appreciative of the expert advice of Alice and thank her for this support. 

With the 70th celebrations of the MSS, it’s been a year of activity across all regions where the MSS 

live and work, and where John Wallis Foundation support continues to grow. Our wonderful Board 

of Directors and many volunteers have contributed to make each of these events happen so 

smoothly. Thank you one and all for the support we have received from near and far as we  

continue to build the Foundation.   

Liz McAloon 
Executive Officer, John Wallis Foundation 



	
	

 7  

OUR PATRONS 

 
Mary Wagner 
This year Mary undertook the chief role in organizing and coordinating the 
John Wallis Memorial lecture in March 2015 featuring well-known Australian 
broadcaster and TV presenter Geraldine Doogue. Mary was involved in all 
aspects of the event – advertising and promoting, sourcing volunteer staff, 
donating food and drinks on the evening and ensuring a smooth no-hitches 
evening with a very welcoming atmosphere 

 

 
Clare McShane  

Clare was involved in the John Wallis Memorial Lectures in Tasmania in June 
2015 featuring Sr. Carol Zinn from Philadelphia. Clare gave the thank you 
address to Carol at the Hobart lecture, echoing the sentiments of audience 
members in responding to Carol’s powerful and thought-provoking  
presentation.  

 

Bishop Pat Power  
In July 2014 Bishop Pat Power concelebrated the 70th Celebratory Mass for 
the MSS in Melbourne. Bishop Power also attended the Bruny Island  
Pilgrimage in November 2014 organized by the MSS and the Tasmanian 
John Wallis Foundation Regional Group to revisit and remember the story of 
the first visit to Bruny island by 23 year old newly ordained Fr John Wallis – a 
visit which grew into the founding of a religious congregation – now known 
as the Missionary Sisters of Service. 

OUR REGIONAL GROUPS 

The efforts of the John Wallis Foundation Regional Groups in Toowoomba, Whyalla,  

Bundaberg, Hobart and Melbourne help the Foundation keep its eyes and ears to the 

ground. We are a small outfit and rely on the Regional Groups to identify needs in their 

communities and opportunities that the Foundation could support. This year the JWF  

Toowoomba Regional Group has been particularly busy, putting forward to the  

Foundation two projects conceived by the group to address local community issues. Both 

these projects were approved for JWF Small Grants funding, and another one is in  

development for the second half of 2015. 

The Regional Groups have also been instrumental in bringing to fruition John Wallis  

Memorial lectures in six locations across four states this year. Regional Group volunteers 

and local MSS were involved at all stages and brought in great crowds at every event. 

We greatly appreciate the involvement of our patrons in continuing to support and raise the 
profile of the John Wallis Foundation - Mary Wagner of Toowoomba, Clare McShane from  
central Tasmania and Bishop Pat Power of Canberra. 
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OUR VOLUNTEERS 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

As with every year, volunteers come to the fore and  
always seem to be there when we need them. Thank you 
to each and every one of you who have helped with a 
John Wallis Foundation occasion this year – it is greatly  
appreciated; enlivening our work, and enabling us to 
spread the word about the Foundation to more people 
each year.  

	

Some of the volunteers who provided the delicious afternoon tea put 

on by the Parish of Whyalla for the John Wallis Memorial lectures  

featuring Sr. Carol Zinn on June 15th, 2015 in Whyalla. This was  

followed by a spread for dinner and then later, supper! 

Each year Joe McCarthy 

fronts up to organise other 

volunteers, buses and the 

participating troops at the 

JWF annual Yarck to Yea 

Ride, Walk, Run! event. 
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OUR GRANTS  
This year the John Wallis Foundation Board approved 11 grants through its Small Grants Program. 

The focus for the grants was on small, locally based projects supporting people and communities 

on the margins. We congratulate all the successful recipients and thank all applicants for their  

dedicated work across the community.  

 

 

The care in preparation, 
thoughtfulness in material  
offered, applicable to  
season and ages,  
encouragement and  
confident and generous 
leadership…This place and 
these two special people 
have made provision here 
for what was sorely needed 
in this area of Gippsland.  

Bass Hill Hermitage Retreat  
Participant Nola 

 

 

 

 

I thoroughly enjoyed these 
valuable workshops.  I have 
met wonderful women from 
the community and  
surrounding areas.  The skills 
I have acquired in  
communication, planning 
and networking are  
valuable.  The knowledge 
on leadership and  
influence will help me grow 
as a person. 

MBTI Workshop participant 
Wakool Project, Wagga Wagga, 
NSW 

 
 
Retreat Experience for  
disadvantaged members of local 
community.    
Bass Hill Hermitage Retreat,  
Woolamai, Gippsland VIC.  
$1,570.00 
 
The grant enabled three people to  
undertake a directed weekend  
retreat and on-going Spiritual  
Direction and a further three  
people to receive eight sessions of 
Spiritual Direction over 12 months.  

 

Awards Program for Asylum  
Seekers & Refugees learning  
English Mercy Connect Project, 
Sunshine VIC $3,000 

The Mercy Connect Project runs  
volunteer English classes for adult  
asylum seekers and refugees every 
Saturday. To increase levels of  
motivation, to cater to all levels at 
the classes, and to enrich the  
experience, participants were  
granted awards for their efforts. 

 

 
Building Community in Doreen,  
Outer northern Melbourne VIC 
$3,000.00 
The funds are contributing to a  
part-time parish / community  
support worker to lay the  
groundwork for a strong  
connected Parish community in 
an environment of rapid growth 
and expansion. 

 
My Humble Kitchen, Bundaberg 
Q’LD  
$1,500 
The project provided a series of  
welcoming and inclusive cooking 
classes for disadvantaged mothers 
and their younger children. This  
project was a partnership with  
Bundaberg St. Vincent de Paul  
Society.  

 

Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat  
Wudinna, Eyre Peninsula S.A.  
$1,500 

 
The grant funded an Eyre  
Peninsula Women’s Retreat over a 
weekend – for women living on 
very isolated properties, who used 
the retreat time to build  
community support and to deal 
with issues of rural isolation. 

 

Australian Irish Sign Language  
Documentation Study  
Melbourne and Sydney 
$3,100 

The grant supported two  
community engagement activities 
with the Australian Irish Sign  
Language (AISL) communities in 
Melbourne and Sydney, and a 
website to meet the needs of AISL 
in Australia.  

 

Our Lady of Guadalupe Senior 
Group 
Hispanic Chaplaincy of Melbourne   
$2,200 

This project aimed to provide and 
maintain social connections for 
isolated older members of the  
Hispanic community, with others 
from the same cultural, religious 
and social background.  

 

Myers Briggs Type Indicator Work-
shop for Wakool Shire Regional 
Women, Wagga-Wagga South 
West NSW 
$1,900 

The project involved a Myers Briggs 
Type Indicator workshop for a  
number of women living remotely 
– to better understand themselves, 
and how best to use their strengths 
and capacities in their local 
communities. 
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No one can serve from an 
empty vessel. Melissa  
likened our body to a cup, 
when we are self-full and 
are overflowing - we have 
plenty to give to others; 
when we are empty there is 
nothing to give, we still 
might give, but not willingly 
or joyfully.   

Connecting with Self and Soul  
participant, Warwick, QLD 

 

 

Technology Connect Pilot  
Melbourne  
$3,000.00 

This project involved a pilot  
program to trial a technology 
connection program for members 
of the Deaf community, in the  
absence of audio capability, using 
tablet devices such as iPads. 

 

 

Baptism Support Materials for new 
parents and godparents  
St. Mary’s and Scottsdale,  
Tasmania  
$500 

Resources were provided for new 
parents and Godparents to  
prepare for Baptism in the parishes 
of St. Mary’s and Scottsdale,  
Tasmania.  

Connecting with Self and Soul 
Warwick , QLD,  
$2,160 

The grant supported two work-
shops on personal spirituality and 
self-care – mental, physical and 
emotional - for young mothers 
whose lives are often stretched 
through multiple  
commitments.  

 

 

  

Above: A young girl helps her Dad during Saturday morning English Languages Classes for  

Asylum Seekers and Refugees – Mercy Connect Project, Melbourne VIC. 

 
Next page: (Top) Participants at the Eyre Peninsula Women’s Retreat SA  

(Middle) Wakool MBTI Workshop Participants NSW  

(Bottom) Volunteers for the Hispanic Chaplaincy Support Program for older community 

members, Melbourne VIC 
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Above	left:	Carmel	Wooding	and	Sharon	Young	at	the	first	Connecting	with	Self	and	Soul	Workshop	in	Warwick,	QLD.				

Above	Right:	One	of	the	participants	in	the	My	Humble	Kitchen	cooking	classes	program	in	Bundaberg,	QLD.	

We are delighted that one of our 2013 John Wallis  

Foundation grants Healing with Haircuts is now an  

on-going program of the Heal Clinic in Ringwood,  

Melbourne. Healing with Haircuts offers a free shampoo 

and cut to clients of the Heal Clinic. Thank you to JWF 

Board member Amanda Freeman for her role in  

conceiving and leading this project, and volunteers Vicki 

Vozzo and Michelle Parker. (Pictured left) 

	

Above:	Bass	Hill	Hermitage	Retreat	participants		

Woolamai,	Gippsland	VIC	

	

Right:	Sr.	Lorraine	Grove	MSS	co-ordinated	the		

Baptism	Support	materials	for	St.	Mary’s	and	Scotsdale,	TAS,	

picture	here	with	one	of	the	children	who	received	Baptism.	
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OUR EVENTS 
Art Jamming = Creativity and generosity! 
(The art of having fun. Awaken and release the inner artist. No experience necessary.) 

On the 6th of July 2014, the Missionary Sisters of Service, their families, friends and  

supporters enjoyed a Melbourne celebration for the 70th anniversary of the founding of 

the MSS. Part of the afternoon tea gathering was an Art Auction, skillfully executed by long 

time friend of the MSS, Bryan Cain. The ‘art’ that Bryan was auctioning on that afternoon 

came from the creative output of 15 members of the MSS congregation.  The idea was 

conceived and brought to life by MSS Administration Officer Andrea Butler who titled the 

event Art Jamming.  

Using her charm and enthusiasm Andrea coaxed and cajoled the sisters into donating a 

piece of their creativity. And create and donate they did! Items included hand made 

quilts, paintings, photography, origami gift boxes, poems, prayers, pot-plant installations, 

retro-styled coat hangers, hand knitted dolls clothes, and even a flowering walking boot! 

Andrea took the pieces and created a wonderful exhibition, which showcased each 

piece beautifully. More than $2,000 was raised for the John Wallis Foundation during the 

auction, and guests who missed out on bidding gave generously in the days and weeks 

following the celebration. Thank you to the MSS for donating those beautiful pieces and to 

Andrea for all her hard work. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Kettle	Gardens.	

	Sr	Therese	Healy	

Hand	crafted	origami	gift	boxes.		

Sr	Pat	Kelly	

Beaded	and	quilted	placemats	&	

handmade	quilt.	Sr	Lorraine	Groves	
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Bruny Island Pilgrimage 
In late November 2014 some of the Missionary Sisters of 

Service, the Hobart John Wallis Foundation Regional 

Group members, friends and supporters of the MSS  

undertook a pilgrimage to Bruny Island in memory of the 

first visit by Father John Wallis in 1933, and in gratitude for 

the 70 year connection that the MSS have with this  

special part of Tasmania. The day was spent in  

celebration, story-telling and gathering, with many 

guests traveling from the mainland to share 

their memories. 

Tasmania John Wallis Foundation Regional Group - Dunalley Bush Walk 

In March 2015, some of the  

Tasmanian John Wallis  

Foundation Regional Group spent the 

day on a beach walk with members of 

the Dunalley community in a gesture 

of friendship and support, in the  

beautiful surrounds of Marion Bay. The 

group have stayed in regular contact with the Dunalley community 

as they recover from the devastating impacts of the bushfires of 2013. 

Walkers were treated to a relaxing BBQ following the walk.  

The Tasmanina JWF Regional Group are keen to stay in touch with 

Dunalley and support the community in any future initiatives. 

Yarck to Yea Annual Bike, Walk or Run 

The third annual John Wallis Foundation Bike-Walk-Run event kicked 

off in beautiful weather on the 30th August 2014 at the Giddy Goat 

café in Yarck.  
This event is a community partnership with the Catholic Parish of Yea, 

the St Pat’s Race Club of Yea, the Marist Community and the John 

Wallis Foundation. The Catholic Parish of Yea help to promote and 

organize the event, the St. Pat’s Race Club donate a delicious BBQ 

lunch for all the participants, and Joe McCarthy of the Marist  

community provides buses and transport for the walkers, runners and 

cyclists.  

It’s a team effort and we are always (so far) blessed with perfect 

weather. Funds raised are used to support the John Wallis Foundation 

Small Grants Program and we hope to be able to fund an  

initiative in the Yea area in the future.  

 

Local community member Lorna Slavin  

about to set off on her lovely tricycle. 

Above:	Robert	McKay,	Pat	McKay	(Hawkins),	Bernadette	Wallis	MSS	



	
	

 1 5  

John Wallis Memorial Lectures 
John Wallis Memorial Lectures are brought to fruition by the work and generosity of many 
friends and supporters of the John Wallis Foundation, especially the JWF Regional Groups. 
Thank you to each and every person who was involved in helping to bring about seven 
wonderful events in 2015 featuring Geraldine Doogue in March in Toowoomba, and Sr 
Carol Zinn SSJ in June in Melbourne, Port Lincoln, Whyalla, Launceston and Hobart . 
 
GERALDINE DOOGUE  
In March 2015 The Toowoomba John Wallis Foundation Regional Group brought Geraldine 
Doogue to Toowoomba for a John Wallis Memorial Lecture. Well over 300 people filled St 
Theresa’s Parish Centre to hear Geraldine address the topic “The Australian Spiritual 
Search – A complex and beautiful thing!” 
 
Geraldine began by saying that the Australian Spiritual Search is very much in keeping 
with Fr John Wallis and his liberally applied phrase “Remember the big map!”  It was an 
inspiring talk which ranged across what Geraldine called “intangible traits” that go hand 
in hand with an Australian sense of himelf or herself to quotes from many great writers, 
speaker and philosophers.  
 

One of these was EM Forster, whose famous words  
Geraldine quote from the novel Howards End. The 
words were “Only Connect”. Geraldine went on to say: 
 
“The more I reflect, the more my conviction has firmed, 
connection within this complex community of ours is the 
task at hand. It’s to tackle the impersonal tendency 
that’s in our midst, and prioritize what it means to be  
truly personal in our dealings with each other…..the key 
point is to guard against indifference and callousness. 

I think this captures a lot of the tradition I was imbued 
with as a Catholic of the 50’s and 60’s, plus much that 
marks the essence of what we Australians broadly  
idealize; which is the status and dignity of people  
wherever they sit in society, which is exactly what Fr. 
John and the Sisters are talking about.  

Not a bad value – not a bad value at all”. 

 

Geraldine concluded by challenging all of us “ to explore 
what a generosity of spirit looks and feels like for us as 21st century Australians”. 

 

  

Mary	Wagner	JWF	Patron	with		

Geraldine	Doogue	
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SR. CAROL ZINN SSJ 

In June 2015 we were delighted to host Sr Carol Zinn SSJ, a leader of the LCWR (Leadership 
Conference of Women Religious) in the US, for six John Wallis Memorial lectures across 
three states. 

Carol addressed the topic Environmental Sustainability and Justice at presentations in 
Melbourne, Port Lincoln, Whyalla, Hobart and Launceston. The Hobart presentation was 
on the actual day (18th June 2015) Pope Francis released his encyclical Praised Be - Care 
for Our Common Home. Sr Carol challenged us all to look at ourselves, in particular our  
predominant Western worldview, where she believes humans are practicing the illusion of 
control. “Pope Francis’s encyclical is profound and it’s life changing. It is going to be very, 
very challenging, and especially to people like you and me”, commented Sr. Carol. 

The theme of an unsustainable first world lifestyle was also echoed in Carol’s address in 
Port Lincoln. Carol’s spoke on Keeping Hope Alive – in an increasingly divided, violent and 
broken world.  

A community member from each of the locations of Carol’s presentations gave a formal 
response to her words, followed by a session of heartfelt questions from audience  
members, ranging across a broad spectrum.  

Fr John Wallis’s capacity to stimulate thinking and nourish hope was powerfully  
represented in our 2015 Memorial lectures by Geraldine and Sr Carol. We thank them for 
their wisdom, insight, great intelligence and nourishing words. 

 

 

	

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

Above:	L	to	R	Stancea	Vichie	MSS	Congregational	

Leader,	Anne	Boyd	CSB	from	Earthsong	who		

responded	to	Carol’s	address	in	Melbourne,	Carol	Zinn	

SSJ,	Joan	Donoghue	Chair	of	the	John	Wallis		

Foundation	&	Liz	McAloon	Executive	Officer,	John	

Wallis	Foundation.	

Above:	Zena	Liston	(l)	and	Carmel	Tedesco	

from	Bass	Hill	Hermitage	in	Gippsland,	2014	

Grant	recipients	at	the	Melbourne	John	Wallis	

Memorial	Lecture.			

Left:	L	to	R	-	Sr	Cheryle	Thompson	MSS,	Janet	Ryan,	

Carol	Zinn	SSJ,	Peter	Ryan.	Janet	and	Peter	were	part	

of	the	organizing	group	for	Carol’s	visit	to	Port		

Lincoln,	SA.	
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Treasurer’s Report 
 

The 2014 -15 financial year has seen a number of key financial developments 

for the John Wallis Foundation. Chief among these was the utilization for the 

first time of a professional investment advice firm to allocate the  

Foundation’s investable funds across a range of investments managed by 

selected investment managers. A conservative approach has been adopted in the  

Foundation’s overall investment strategy.  

Equally significant for the Foundation was the arrangement entered into with the  

Foundation for Rural and Regional Renewal (FRRR) under which donors to the John Wallis 

Foundation could choose to receive tax deductibility for their donations. Establishing this 

facility through FRRR fits well with the very substantial emphasis of the John Wallis  

Foundation on projects in regional areas.  In the future, the Foundation may well achieve 

the ability to offer tax deductibility to donors in its own right, but the association with FRRR 

could continue.     

Key indicators of the financial growth of the Foundation include: 

Ø An increase of over 16% in net assets compared to the previous financial year, while 

at the same time greatly increasing disbursements through grants. 

Ø An 81% increase in revenue compared with the previous financial year:  

o An increase of 3.6% in investment income excluding movements in the  

capital value of investments. 

o An increase of 246% in donations received. 

 

A summary of the financial statements is included with this report.  

 

Brian Lennon  

Treasurer 
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JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION TRUST 
ABN 75 691 644 631 

 

INCOME STATEMENT 
FOR THE YEAR ENDED 30 JUNE 2015 

 

 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 		 	 	

	 	 	 																																																																								2015	 																														2014	

      $	 					$	
	

         Revenue																																																																																																				91,463.52	 50,480.61	
         Auditors'		remuneration																																																																										(2,200.00)	 (2,310.00)	
         Grants		and		other		expenses																																																																	(25,211.39)	 (6,703.98)	
         Profit		for		the		year																																																																																			64,052.13	 41,466.63	
         Retained		earnings		at		the		beginning		of		the		financial		year											384,765.04	 343,298.41	
         Total		available		for		distribution																																																							448,817.17	 384,765.04	
         Balance																																																																																																					A448,817.17	 384,765.04 
	

	

	

JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION TRUST 
ABN 75 691 644 631 

 

BALANCE SHEET 
AS AT 30 JUNE 2015 

      
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	

	 	 															2015																																									2014		

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 $	 	 	 										$	 		

ASSETS	
CURRENT		ASSETS	
Cash		and		cash		equivalents																																																						431,050.70	 384,801.19	
Trade		and		other		receivables																			2                               17,866.47	 								63.85	
TOTAL		CURRENT		ASSETS																																																			448,917.17	 384,865.04	
TOTAL		ASSETS																																																																								448,917.17	 384,865.04	
LIABILITIES	
TOTAL		LIABILITIES																																																																												-	 -	
NET		ASSETS																																																																													448,917.17	 384,865.04	
	
EQUITY	
Settlement		Sum																																																																																	100.00	 100.00	
Retained		earnings																																																																					448,817.17	 384,765.04	
TOTAL		EQUITY																																																																								448,917.17	 384,865.04 
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Donations to the John Wallis Foundation 2014 / 2015 Financial Year 

Thank you to our many donors who make the work of the Foundation possible each year.  

This year we have received donations from more than 350 individuals and families. We have 

also received donations from organisations, including community groups, parishes, religious 

congregations, businesses and family trusts. 

Most of our donations come from regions where the MSS have lived and worked for many 

years. However as more people learn about our work we are increasing our donations from 

other areas of Australia. 

 We greatly appreciate your support, your interest and your commitment to our work.	

Above:	Our	Supporters	hard	at	work	bidding	for	art	pieces	from	the	MSS	at	the	Art	Jamming	Fundraiser	in	July	2014,	part	of	

the	MSS	70th	celebrations	in	Melbourne.	

L	to	R:	Madeleine	Butler	holds	the	contribution	of	Sr	Pat	Brain	MSS,	(a	piece	depicting	a	treasured	recipe	from	Pat’s	mother)	

Bryan	Cain	calls	for	bids	whilst	Gabrielle	Noonan	interprets	in	Auslan.	



  

 
 

For more information about the Foundation,  

Bequests or to make a donation,  

please contact: 

Liz McAloon, Executive Officer 

JOHN WALLIS FOUNDATION 

PO Box 2075 Rangeview VIC 3132 

Ph: 03 9873 5520 

Fax:  03 9873 5457 

E:  liz.mcaloon@johnwallisfoundation.org.au 

www.johnwallisfoundation.org.au 
 

JOURNEYING WITH PEOPLE IN HOPE, 
LOVE AND SUPPORT... 

	


