Annual Report 2012

“The mission of the
John Wallis
Foundation is to go
into the highways and
byways, seeking
initiatives that develop
the spiritual and human
potential of people and
communities on the
margins”

Continuing the Vision and Mission of the Missionary Sisters of Service

We, the John Wallis Foundation,
acknowledge that we inhabit an ancient Land.
We acknowledge and honour the original peoples,
who have lived in distinct aboriginal nations
as they have treasured and cared for this Land.
We commit ourselves to ongoing reconciliation
and our own growth in understanding.

Context
This first Annual Report for the John Wallis Foundation differs from a normal Annual
Report in that it covers a period greater than one year, from the establishment of the
Foundation in June 2010 to July 2012. As this is the first published Annual Report
produced, it is crucial that the story be recorded for both current and historical purposes.
The report is divided into 5 main sections:
1. Introduction
2. Looking to the Beginning
3. The Past Year
4. Looking Ahead
5. Final Comments

Introduction
It is a great privilege for the Board to present this first Annual Report on the John Wallis
Foundation. There is an important story to tell, not only for historical and archival
purposes, but also to recognise the significant progress over a relatively short period of
time, to affirm those who have supported this initiative in many ways and to help lead all to
a greater understanding of the purpose and potential of this work.
Right from the beginning the MSS and those working with them have recognised that the work
of the foundation must be….foundational! The Foundation is established to provide a
structure to support and undertake ongoing work, the nature of which is well expressed in
the Mission Statement of the Foundation:

The mission of the Foundation
is to go into the Highways and Byways,
seeking initiatives that develop
the spiritual and human potential
of people and communities on the margins.
The Foundation sits on the firm footing provided by a Gospel which calls all to fullness of
life; the story of a humble but prophetic man, Father John Wallis, who saw an anomaly
between this Gospel and the reality of those at the margins, particularly those
geographically isolated from community and support for their faith; and the living out of a
response to this anomaly by a dedicated group of women, the Missionary Sisters of
Service.

So the Foundation is called to continue to be faithful to this original mission, not in the
sense of preserving it or re-enacting the way it is and has been lived out by the Sisters, but
by interpreting it in the light of these times: How does the charism inform and guide us in
our interpretation of the Gospel today? How can we respond as the Sisters did to accept
the challenge and dream of Father John? Where are the ’highways and byways’ of the
Mission Statement? Who are the ‘people and communities at the margins’? What
‘initiatives’ will we seek?

Looking to the Beginning
From Vision to Reality Again
The proposal for a Foundation to carry on the
charism and work of the MSS was conceived
and developed over a period of time by the
Leadership Team of the Congregation with
the support of the Sisters. An Advisory Group
was set up in 2009 to help bring the idea to
reality. There is much that could be written
about this time as creative minds combined
with generous spirits in a faith led work!
On 10th June 2010 the John Wallis Foundation
was launched in Melbourne by Margaret Coffey, ABC Religious program presenter. It took
place on the eve of the 100th anniversary of the birth of Fr John Wallis. This very joyous
occasion was followed by launches in other centres which have been significant places of
ministry for the Sisters over the years:
•

•
•
•

rd August 2010 at St Virgil’s College,
Hobart, Tasmania: !3
Austins Ferry, launched by Margaret Morse in the presence of
Archbishop Adrian Doyle
Toowoomba, Queensland: 10th July 2010 at Holy Name
Parish Hall, launched by Clare Smith in the presence of
Bishop William Morris
Bundaberg, Queensland: !
12th July 2011 at Shalom
College, launched by Bernadette Ashenden in the presence of
Bishop Brian Heenan
st April 2011 at St Teresa’s
Whyalla, South Australia !1
Church, launched by Rosemary Collinson and Kevin Baxter in
the presence of Bishop Greg O’Kelly

Board Members of the John Wallis Foundation
The Leadership Team of the Missionary Sisters of Service is the Governing Body of the
Foundation.
The Leadership Team appointed the first Board for the Foundation comprising these
Directors:
Chris Smith (Chair)
Bernadette Madden mss (Deputy Chair)
Brian Lennon (Treasurer)
Amanda Freeman
Rob Giebels
Mary Healy
David Hickey
Patricia ní Ivor
Pat Quinn mss
Corrie van den Bosch
mss
Stancea Vichie mss.
Photo L to R: Chris Smith, Brian Lennon, Stancea Vichie mss, Bernadette Madden mss, Amanda Freeman, Bernadette
Wallis mss, Corrie van den Bosch mss, Pat Quinn mss, Patricia ni Ivor, Rob Giebels, Mary Healy, David Hickey.

Setting a Direction
The Board, and before this, the Advisory Committee, has worked with the Congregation to
put in place all the necessary legal, fiducial and other accountability requirements for the
establishment of the Foundation, and has developed a logo, livery and motto. Four major
goals for the work of the Foundation were adopted in February 2011 to ensure that:
1.
2.
3.
4.

The MSS charism is alive and understood
The John Wallis Foundation has a strong public presence/profile
A Projects Program is established
A secure financial basis for the Foundation

The Board established Sub-committees to support the work towards these goals:
a. Publicity and Media – to help raise the profile of the aims and work of the
Foundation, including through communications shared with the congregation such
as Highways and Byways and the John Wallis Foundation website.
b. Oral History – to gather stories of the Missionary Sisters of Service
c. Reference Group – to develop guidelines for, and assist in the establishment of,
local Reference Groups.
d. Projects – to develop guidelines for works that might be supported by the
Foundation and an application and selection process.
e. Fundraising – to develop a strategy for raising funds to support the work of the
Foundation.
f. Deductibility Gift Recipient – established later for the purpose of pursuing tax
deductibility status for donations to the Foundation
Relationships with the Missionary Sisters of Service
The journey of the Foundation has been, and will continue to be in the foreseeable future,
a shared one with the Missionary Sisters of Service. Hence it is a priority for the Board of
Directors to keep in mind the heritage of the Missionary Sisters of Service and to glean
guidance and enrichment from their wisdom and experience.

The Past Year (2011-2012)
In the past year the Foundation has made considerable progress towards addressing its
goals and is moving from its initial establishment phase to one where the focus can now
be more on developing and implementing strategies take the work to a broader scale.
The First Project
The first small project of the Foundation took place in Miles, Taroom and Wandoan – an
area north west of the Toowoomba, OLD. Wandoan was also the region where the first
MSS mission in the Toowoomba diocese took place, with Srs Pat Quinn and Fran O’Brien
back in 1964. The project, offered ecumenically and consisting of three sessions on
‘Understanding the Bible’, was led by Scripture scholar, Fr Peter Schultz.

Reference (Regional) Groups
The Board of the Foundation is based in Melbourne but the work of the Foundation must
be more regionally based. Reference Groups of people have been established in local
areas where the Sisters have had a presence in the past or in the present, to be the ‘eyes
and ears’ and a contact point for the Board, forming a supportive network for initiatives and
other work that we may undertake for people and communities on the margins. These
Reference Groups are in:
Whyalla
Bundaberg
Toowoomba !
Hobart
Melbourne!
Recognising that, as in the past in the work of the Sisters, the mission cannot be lived out
centrally but rather amongst the people, the Foundation has made it a priority to support
the ongoing strengthening of the Reference Groups. Their members will know best the
needs of their local area and the ways in which the Foundation can assist; it is those who
remember the work of the Sisters who will be able to see the contemporary application of
their charism within their particular part of Australia.
It is still early days for all the Reference Groups. It will take time to consolidate them and
help them grow in understanding of their potential contribution to the overall work of the
Foundation. Already there have been good discussions in each region, leading in some
cases to implemented or planned proposals for works or events the Foundation can
support.
Memorial Lectures
It is the intention of the Missionary Sisters of Service and the John Wallis Foundation to
offer public lectures in memory of Fr John Wallis in different areas and on varying topics.
Two lectures have been held so far:
9thAugust 2011: Melbourne at Genazzano
Auditorium:
Bishop Bill Morris from Toowoomba with ABC
presenter Margaret Coffey on the topic
Discovering the Sense of the Sacred on the
occasion of the tenth anniversary of the death
of Fr John Wallis (3.8.2001). Bishop Bill was
introduced by Sue O’Connor.

5th June 2012: Toowoomba in
partnership with the Social Justice
Commission:
Larry Edwards, physicist and
Universe historian on the topic: Gifts
of the Universe – Living into
Gratefulness. The response was
made by Sr Veronica Littleton osu

Arrangements are in place for two more memorial lectures to be held in Tasmania in
October, 2012. Fr Max Vodola, parish priest in Flemington, Victoria, will speak in
Launceston and Hobart, on the topic of Vatican II. The Emmanuel Centre in Launceston
and Guilford Young College in Hobart are partnering the Foundation for these events.
Patrons
During 2012, Clare McShane, a prominent rural business woman
and founder of Casaveen Knitwear based in central Tasmania,
agreed to be the Foundation’s first Patron. See photo right:
Foundation Worker – Board & Community Relations Officer
The Board has engaged the services of Mrs Bonita Ralph as Board
and Community Relations Officer part time. Her role is to support the
work of the Board and also to help drive the aims of the Foundation,
particularly in the area of building partnerships, working with
Reference Groups and fundraising.
Partnerships
At this stage the Foundation has a relatively low profile within the wider community and
has limited financial resources. The Board is
determined that these factors will not impede the
work of the Foundation. It looks to building
partnerships with a number of groups so that it
can undertake more work and benefit from their
energy, connections and members. These
partnerships may be for a single event or on an
ongoing basis. Examples of partners include the
Social Justice Commission in Toowoomba; Marist
Ministries in Melbourne; Emmanuel Centre,
Launceston; Guilford Young College in Hobart
and the Catholic Bushwalking Club of Victoria.

The John Wallis Bike Ride – a Community and Fundraising Event
It is fitting that the John Wallis Bike Ride, a
community building and fund-raising event with
approximately 80 people, took place in Yea,
Victoria. Yea is where Fr John Wallis was
baptized and the family lived in the Homewood
district, close to Yea. (Following family
research, it was discovered that Fr John
Wallis’ great grandparents, Thomas and
Elizabeth McAsey were early pioneers of Yea,
as were his grandparents, John Thomas and
Maria (McAsey) Corcoran)
The Bike ride, run or walk event began at the
Trawool Valley Resort and followed the newly established Rail Trail, 28 kilometres to Yea,
where everyone gathered for a barbecue organized by the local Catholic Parish.
At the introductory session before the ride, Missionary Sister of Service, Congregational
Leader Bernadette Wallis presented to the Yea Parish a photo of Fr John to be hung in
the parish church. Mr and Mrs Anthony and
Carmel McCarthy, who knew the Wallis Family,
received the gift on behalf of the parish. A
number of Missionary Sisters of Service and
members of the Wallis family attended the
event.
This event was organised in partnership with
Marist Ministries. Special thanks to Joe
McCarthy who was instrumental in the
organisation of this day.
It is planned that
this will become an Annual Community and
Fund-raising event.
Ensuring Financial Sustainability
It is important that the Foundation works to increase its financial resources. Projects of the
Foundation are funded from the interest from the capital fund being accumulated. During
the year there have been several events where funds have been earned but the more
significant potential is in encouraging people to become regular donors or through bequest
intentions benefitting the Foundation.
It is pleasing that a number of people have become regular donors to the Foundation and
that a small number have also informed us that they are considering including the
Foundation in their will. These will be ongoing areas of focus for the Foundation.

Looking Ahead
This year will be a time for further consolidation in a number of areas and for bringing
some of the plans closer to reality. In particular, the Board will focus on helping the
Reference Groups grow in size and impact in the region so that we can be faithful to the
needs of the area. The focus will continue to be on working with the local community to
identify the needs.
Fundraising is another target area; success here is important if we are to become more
able to undertake projects. Moves towards gaining Deductible Gift Recipient status look
promising and this status will help significantly in raising funds and also in our ability to
utilise funds from other charitable foundations.
The Board will plan for a number of regional events such as the John Wallis Bushwalk, the
John Wallis Bike Ride, a Memorial Lecture and various other projects yet to be finalised.
The Board also intends to increase the number of Patrons as a way of helping the
Foundation build connections with communities.
The communication needs of the Foundation are well met by Highways and Byways. This
publication serves to inform people about the Foundation, its mission and its relationship
with the Missionary Sisters of Service, their charism and their hopes for the future. We
are grateful for the fact that each issue brings a response in donations for the Foundation.
The Foundation has a Facebook page:
www.facebook.com/johnwallisfoundation
www.foundation.missionarysisters.org.au

Treasurer’s Report
The Foundation was established with a substantial
grant from the Missionary Sisters of Service. This grant
demonstrates the commitment and enthusiasm with
which the Congregation views the Foundation and its
goals. In addition to the seeding grant and bequestbased contributions provided to the Foundation by the
Congregation, the Sisters have continued to support
the Foundation in other very valuable ways during the
current phase of establishing and building the
Foundation. The savings made by the Foundation as a
result of this support from the Congregation are
substantial and have been vital in preventing the
erosion of the Foundation's funds through payment of
expenses before fundraising can be fully implemented.

The Board is aware of potential sources of grants and other financial support that may be
available to assist in meeting its administrative expenses and with the funding of identified
projects. These avenues will be investigated. In addition, businesses that may be
prepared to donate services or funds are also being identified, and the increased use of
volunteers also offers scope to reduce expenses as well as enhance the availability of
resources to support the Foundation's work.
The funds contributed by the Congregation have been added to by donations received
from people within the wider MSS/Foundation community. As a result, a substantial corpus
of funds is now available to the Foundation and is earning interest to add to the
Foundation's financial resources. However, there is a need to much more actively solicit
and obtain donations and bequests in an ongoing sustainable manner to build the
Foundation's financial base very considerably and to invest these funds to provide an
income stream to support the variety of projects which the Board is already starting to
identify and document.
Achieving the requisite level of funds and ongoing donations to support the achievement of
the goals of the Foundation is a major challenge for the Board in an environment of
economic uncertainty and competing demands for a limited pool of potential donations.
The keys to increasing the rate of donations and bequests to the Foundation are seen as
expanding the MSS/Foundation community through such means as increased publicity
and events, building the mailing lists (particularly using email addresses, which reduce
communication costs substantially) of people who may wish to donate or include a bequest
in their will, and obtaining the ability to provide donors with a tax deduction for their
donation if they wish to have this (an ability which the Foundation is well advanced in
obtaining).
Tax deductibility of donations is expected to be associated with the division of the
Foundation's funds into two pools. One will consist of those funds for which donors have
obtained a tax deduction, and the income from this pool is expected to be applied in the
main to support for projects and other activities which fall under a broad education
umbrella. The second pool will consist of those funds (including all bequests) for which a
tax deduction has not been sought, and the income from this pool will be used to support
all other Board-selected projects and activities. The Board hopes to move to the
establishment of these two pools later this year, at which time fundraising activities will be
able to be taken to a higher level.
At this time, the Board considers that fixed interest investments are most appropriate for
the Foundation. When economic conditions are more stable, the Board may decide to
invest a portion of its funds in other secure investments that are likely to offer higher long
term returns at the expense of greater short term volatility in asset values.

One of the consequences of the current focus on bank fixed
interest deposits is that the Foundation has been experiencing
declining interest rates on its investments, but this is
acceptable given the need to maintain the security of the
Foundation's investments and associated income stream.
Brian Lennon - Treasurer
September 2012

Final Comments
It goes without saying that the work of the Foundation relies heavily on the generosity of a
large number of people.
Whilst the Foundation has been established to continue the vision and mission of the
MSS, and is established as a separate body, there is still a heavy reliance on the Sisters to
ensure that the momentum is maintained. The Leadership Team of Srs Bernadette Wallis,
Corrie van den Bosch and Stancea Vichie has devoted a remarkable amount of time and
energy to advise, support and mentor in these early days as well as to give very practical
support through the Board or subcommittee work. Added to the more visible support has
been the moral support from all the Sisters. Board members have greatly appreciated the
honour of being invited to congregational gatherings and being included in congregation
communication and news. Many Sisters have also supported the various events by their
presence or written communications – again important moral support and affirmation of the
work.
The Foundation is grateful for the generosity of all who support it financially. The gradual
accumulation of funds is not for now, but for a future. Those who contribute regularly, or
who have provided for the Foundation in their wills, allow the Foundation to move ahead
and plan with confidence.
Generosity comes not only in financial ways, but in time, inspiration, initiative and effort
freely given. The Board is grateful to those who are assisting through being participants in
Reference Groups or who have supported the organisation of various events.
As Chair, I am also very aware of the time given and passion of my fellow Board members.
Whilst the Board meets every six weeks, there are subcommittees gathering regularly in
between and tasks that involve further time and energy in already busy lives allocated to
all members. The wisdom and dedication of our Board members are setting a solid basis
for the ongoing growth and strength of the Foundation. Whilst not being a Board Director,

the leadership of Sr Bernadette Wallis as Congregational Leader has been paramount and
tremendously valued, as has her level of faith in the Directors.
Finally, we are grateful to all who support the Foundation through their attendance at
functions, their encouragement for the work, their warm wishes and through the many
prayers that we know are shared for the Sisters and the Foundation.
As the then Archbishop of Hobart, Dr. E.V. Tweedy, said to Fr John Wallis in January 1944,
“Jack, the finger of God is in this”, referring to the initial idea of setting up a group of
women who would respond to the need at the time in rural areas. This group eventually
became the Missionary Sisters of Service, so we pray that God’s finger will continue to
beckon us in the direction of the highways and byways of our time and draw others into
our work.
On behalf of the Board of the John Wallis Foundation.
Chris Smith
Chair
September 2012

For more information about the foundation, bequests or to make a
donation, please contact:
John Wallis Foundation
“Wirrabong”
1/20 Premier Avenue Vermont VIC 3133
PO Box 2075 Rangeview VIC 3132
Ph: 03 9873 5520
Fax: 03 9873 5457
E: johnwallisfoundation@gmail.com
W: www.foundation.missionarysisters.org.au
Like us on Facebook - www.facebook.com/johnwallisfoundation

To find out more about the story of the
Missionary Sisters of Service you can order
your copy of “Around the Kitchen Table” by
Penelope Edman.

