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Greetings, 
 
Earlier in the year whilst attending a conference in 
Sydney, Bernadette Wallis MSS and I heard a young 
Aboriginal woman address a session, telling the 
participants the story of her life with such honesty and 
rawness that a crowded room was utterly silent and 
listening deeply. The young woman’s story involved 
losing her child to the state welfare system twice, before 
she turned her life around. Her child was returned and 
she found a place where her confidence and talents 
were nurtured in a supportive environment. It was 
obvious we were witnessing a community leader 
emerging in front of us.   
  
As the young woman began to talk about her life as it is 
today, I realized that the program of young Mums she 
was referring to had been funded by the John Wallis 
Foundation. To meet Karen, the program co-ordinator of 
the Baaybayn “Young Mum’s Project” and to hear first 
hand the impact of Karen’s leadership in the group was 
powerful. These projects happen only because you our 
supporters are behind us and ready to give so 
generously.   
  
Once again your donations have enabled the 
Foundation to fund 26 projects in 2017. This year we 
joined in partnership with The Foundation for Rural and 
Regional Renewal (FRRR) who managed the 
administration, final assessment and distribution of these 
grants. It has been a beneficial and positive 
collaboration.  Our focus this year is on tackling deep 
and persistent disadvantage. You can read all about the 
projects inside this issue. We also report on JWF funded 
initiatives in 2016 that are having great impacts in various 
communities across Australia. 
  
Thank you for your continued commitment to building a 
more equal, just and humane society.  

  
  Liz McAloon 
  Executive Officer  
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Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO  delivers John 
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In this edition….  

COMING UP IN OCT!! 
Vic folk: Save the date! 

YARCK TO YEA WALK 
RIDE OR RUN 

Saturday 14th October 2017 
For information and bookings 

contact 03 9873 5520	
	

(l-r) Liz McAloon, Karen Syed  
and Bernadette Wallis MSS 
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Finding Meaning in a Changing & Chaotic World  
John	Wallis	Memorial	Lecture	7th	May	2017	Toowoomba	

In a broad ranging presentation which touched on Pope 
Francis’s inclusive messages of mercy and healing to the 
world, Australia’s crumbling political structures, clericalism 
and the impact of the Royal Commission Into Institutional 
Responses To Child Sexual Abuse, Fr Frank Brennan informed, 
inspired and challenged his audience. He also spoke 
passionately about  the ‘dumbing down’ of social policy on 
both sides of Australian politics, the lack of political and 
community leaders with strong moral integrity, the 
demonising of the so-called “undeserving poor”, and the rise 
of individualism.  
  
“The margin for mission is not what it once was” he said. As 
current CEO of Catholic Social Services Australia Fr Frank 
talked about his experience at the table with government, 
where welfare is now just another market, and where the 
most vulnerable members of our communities have no place.  
  
Fr Frank encouraged us to rediscover trust in our institutions 
and our leaders, to be activists in working hard for the 
common good. Throughout the presentation, Fr Frank quoted 
many of Pope Francis’s messages, and emphasised that 
“Mercy must be the hallmark of all we say and do.”  
  
More than 200 people attended this inspiring lecture on a 
Sunday afternoon organised by the Toowoomba branch of 
the John Wallis Foundation. A number of audience members 
put forward thoughtful and insightful questions to Fr Frank 
following his talk. The full lecture is available on the John Wallis 
Foundation website. www.jwf.org.au 
  
 Fr Frank Brennan SJ AO is a Jesuit priest and currently CEO of 
Catholic Social  Services Australia 

Fr	Frank	Brennan	SJ	 Amanda	Freeman			
JWF	Board	

JWF Toowoomba branch members Therese and Nev 
Hunt thank Fr. Frank with a gift of local produce 

(Above) The enthusiastic crowd with Toowoomba Branch chair Clare Smith 
 and JWF Patron Mary Wagner in front row (4th & 5th from left) 
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Brothers and Sisters take time out 
Melbourne, Victoria 
Volumes have been written about the challenges faced by children with disability, particularly children 
with severe autism. The story of a brother or sister of a child with a disability goes largely untold. In 
recent years Yooralla, with support from the John Wallis Foundation, has given these siblings a voice. 
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
“I don’t think people understand how difficult life is for these children. In a family like ours, so much 
time and energy goes into the children with the disability and the others, like Josiah, are lost along the 
way. We do the best we can but you can’t meet everyone’s needs, it is impossible. Our time is so 
stretched, Josiah just can’t get the attention he deserves,” Sharyn said. 
  
“The play-based therapy in the sessions allowed the kids to get to know one another and play freely 
without any interruptions from their sibling or without the therapist having to race off in the middle of 
talking to sort out an issue with their sibling. Josiah lives with a sibling whose behaviour has a severe 
impact on him. The lives of these kids are complex and it is very hard for them sometimes.”Sharyn said.	
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The Stronger Siblings Program brought together primary 
school aged children from Melbourne who have a sibling 
with disability. The sessions, facilitated by a trained therapist, 
encouraged the children to play and socialise together in 
preparation for a camp attended with their parents. The 
children also got to talk about their experience of living with 
a sibling with disability. 
  
Sharyn is one parent who knows only too well the difficulties 
these siblings face. She has four children; two with autism 
and one of those is severe. Her son, Josiah, 7, was part of the 
program and loved it. So did Sharyn. 

A great head start 
Brisbane Queensland 
Marianne Wobcke, who started the head lice management program at Murri School in Brisbane, 
says the weekly treatment offers many Indigenous children a ‘soft place to fall’. The Grade 1 
children who come every Friday to have their head lice treated by volunteers are welcomed with 
love and respect. Some just want the touch and tenderness that accompanies the treatment. The 
John Wallis Foundation has provided funding for two years to the Headstart program, which is also 
supported by staff at the Aboriginal and Islander Independent Community School, a team of 
volunteers and generous supporters who contribute products that make up packs for use at home. 
 
“One third of the children are in state care so home life for many is difficult and self-worth has 
been lost,” Marianne said. “The message these kids get is that they come to the volunteers each 
week, without judgment, for a time of tender care. We also try and get senior kids to help to 
reignite our old values of self-care and caring for each other.” 
  
Literacy and numeracy rates have improved because itching, or needing medication for infected 
sores caused by scratching, no longer distracts children. They don’t just feel better, in fact, they 
feel glamorous. One volunteer, Margaret Scally, 70, has been 
 part of the Friday program for three years. She loves the hugs 
and excitement that greet her each week and the pleasure of 
doing the children’s hair in the ‘salon’. But it’s more than head 
lice treatment. “We do their hair with lovely braids, gel, glitter, 
clips and ribbons that we all buy,” she said. “It means there is 
no stigma, in fact they love coming. They feel good about 
themselves.” 
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Living in a New World 
Blackburn North, Victoria 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
It’s more than 12,000 km from Melbourne to Iran – a 
world away for an asylum seeker or refugee living in 
Australia.  But Persian women from the NewHope Baptist 
Church in Blackburn North are discovering that their 
parents and friends are only a few clicks away thanks to 
a computer-training program supported by John Wallis 
Foundation. 
 
Six women from the Church’s Persian community 
participated in the program, using computers donated 
by Whitefriars College in Donvale through JWF Board 
Member Amanda Freeman. Once they had learned 
basic computer skills they were also given the chance 
to purchase the computer. 
  
The community’s Pastor, Sam Farbod (pictured), said 
some Iranian people who come to Australia are 
isolated living without family. The classes gave the 
women opportunities to connect with their old life on 
the other side of the world, and to also make new 
friends close to their new home. 
  
The computer classes taught participants how to set up 
and use emails, Internet, documents, files and spread 
sheets, as well as more advanced lessons for those 
women seeking employment. 
 
“You need to be on the computer now even to look for 
a job. Then to apply for a job you need to be able to 
prepare resumes and other material, so these skills are 
very important,” Sam said. 
  
The community also used some of the $2,000 grant to 
purchase books in Farsi for the women to read. 
  
“All these things are really important to help the women 
build confidence and self-esteem. It also creates 
opportunities for fellowship and that matters when you 
are new to a country and you can feel isolated if you 
can’t speak English.” 

Friendship	and	respect	...	
												…makes	the	world	go	round	
	

Making Four Legged Friends 
Lancefield, Victoria 
 
“Most people think we train horses.” Helen Shaw 
knows that’s not the whole story and now so do 
Year 6 students from Lancefield Primary School. They 
discovered that horses can teach us a lot about 
ourselves. Important lessons, like, respecting 
different personalities and understanding when a 
situation is unsafe. 
  
Helen, a horsewoman from Romsey’s Equine Insight 
Inc. runs equine assisted therapy for adults, children 
and school groups, in collaboration with a mental 
health expert. Lancefield Primary School 
participated in a program this year and students 
learned things that will support them in the 
community and through the transition into 
secondary school. 
  
The four-session program looked at: remaining safe 
around horses; understanding how a horse 
communicates its boundaries; respecting a horse’s 
personality; stepping out of one’s comfort zone; 
using that knowledge to solve problems; and how 
our way of communicating impacts others. 
 
“The horse is the vehicle, the metaphor. But we kept 
linking all these experiences back to the students’ 
lives and so they were learning how to be more 
aware of their own feelings and the feelings of 
others. They need to have this insight in order to 
work and live well with other people,” Helen said. 
  
Helen said after the four sessions the students had a 
greater ability to reflect on a situation and respond 
appropriately. “Being around a horse requires 
persistence and building a relationship with the 
horse requires respect,” she said.  “And the kids got 
it.” 
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Amanda Freeman from the JWF Board presenting the 
laptops to Persian Community Pastor Sam Farbod 
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A	New	Chapter	in	the	Highways	&	Byways	Story?	

Doug’s	 question	 holds	 yet	 another	 seed	 of	 possibility	 which	 became	 the	
focus	 of	 consultations	 held	 in	 Toowoomba,	 Hobart	 and	 Melbourne.	 Over	
sixty	people,	MSS	and	friends,	participated	in	those	gatherings.		The	energy	
present	 in	the	conversations	suggests	this	too	could	be	a	further	branching	
out	of	the	gift	of	the	Spirit,	expressed	in	 the	highways	and	byways	mission	
that	energised	all	who	have	become	part	of	this	story.				
	

It	all	began	with	a	question::	A	Bruny	Island	woman	asked	a	young	
visiting	priest:		

Why	can’t	we	have	sisters	to	help	us	teach	our	children…..?	
Kit	Hawkins’	question	sowed	a	seed	in	this	priest,	Father	John	Wallis.			
Over	 the	 next	 ten	 years	 the	 seed	 formed	 a	 vision	 of	 possibility,	
until……	

	

	

:	
Four	women	gathered	in	Launceston,	Tasmania,	to	form	
what	became	the	Missionary	Sisters	of	Service.		Over	the	
ensuring	decades….	
	

	 A	 new	 question:	 Is	 there	 a	 way	 to	 continue	 and	 extend	 the	 mission	 into	 the	
highways	and	byways	today	and	beyond	the	life	of	MSS?	

	

That	question	led	to	the	launch	of	the	John	Wallis	Foundation,	extending	the	MSS	mission	
into	yet	further	highways	and	byways.	

	

	

MSS	women	are	growing	older	and	invite	lay	people	to	their	Governing	Body.			One	of	
them,	Doug	Sumner,	posed	yet	another	question:		
If	 there	 were	 people	 captured	 by	 the	 vision	 and	 spirit	 of	 mission	 that	 has	
inspired	your	congregation,	would	you	be	open	to	something	new	growing	out	of	
your	dying?	

	

	

	
What	 if	 there	were	 a	movement	 or	 network	
of	people	who	are	drawn	to,	or	already	living	
that	spirit	and	vision	in	the	circumstances	of	
their	lives	and	work?	

The	 young	 community	 grew	 and	 matured,	 its	 members	 going	 into	 the	
highways	 and	 byways	 of	 Australia	 and	 beyond,	 on	 a	 mission	 of	 love	 and	
service,	seeking	out	people	wherever	they	are,	with	particular	concern	for	
those	on	the	margins.	

Does	this	question	touch	something	in	you?		

If	you	would	like	to	contribute	to	this	conversation,	
write	or	email	Andrea	on:		

info@missionarysisters.org.au	
PO	Box	2075	Rangeview	Vic	3132	

Fr	John	Wallis	and	
Mrs	Kit	Hawkins	

	

Friendship	

Inclusive	
of	people	on	
the	margins	

Love	
and	care	
for	the	
Earth	

	

Compassionate	
presence	

	

People		of	
hope	and		

encouragement	

	
	
	

Aware	
of	the	Mystery	
PRESENT	

within	and	beyond	
every	person	
and	encounter,	
the	Mystery		
we	call	GOD	

	



	

2017	 is	 jubilee	 year	 for	 Marie	Murphy	 (50	 years	 of	 profession)	 and	 Cheryle	
Thomson	(40	years).			We	congratulate	them,	giving	thanks	for	them	and	their	
sharing	in	MSS	mission	on	the	highways	and	byways.		
	Marie	(left),	who	lives	 in	Mackay,	celebrated	in	Toowoomba	where	
the	MSS	community	and	friends	met	for	the	consultation	focused	on	
the	future	expression	of	the	life	and	mission	Marie	lived	so	faithfully	
for	the	past	50	years.		
Cheryle	(right)	celebrated	her	jubilee	with	her	parish	community	in	
Whyalla,	 joined	by	her	 family	 from	Port	 Pirie,	 Stancea	Vichie,	MSS	
Leader	and	Liz	McAloon	of	the	John	Wallis	Foundation,	as	well	as		
	people	from	further	afield.				Her	celebration	was	a	wonderful	affirmation	of	Cheryle’s	life	

and	mission	among	the	people	of	that	region.			Her	generous	love	for	the	people	is	richly	
returned	by	their	love	for	her.		
	

	

In	 March	 this	 year	 we	 farewelled	 two	 of	 our	 number,	 Paul	 Coad	 and	 Imelda	 McMahon,	 into	
eternity.		In	the	April	issue	of	H&B	we	promised	to	share	something	of	their	stories	in	this	issue.	
	

For	more	of	Paul	and	Imelda’s	stories	go	to	www.missionarysisters.org.au/meet-our-women.	
	

dancing	 as	 well	 as	 tennis,	 golf	 and	 horse-riding,	
thrilling	 at	 the	 freedom	 of	 riding	 at	 full	 gallop.			
Leaving	home,	Imelda	worked	in	Canberra	for	a	year	
in	a	tailoring	and	retail	business.			
Imelda	 was	 given	 a	 pamphlet	 entitled	 Into	 the	
Highways	and	Byways,	the	story	of	Missionary	Sisters	
of	Service.		 	She	was	captured	by	what	she	read,	and	
knew	that	was	where	she	was	being	called.	
On	 17	 August	 1950	 Imelda	 flew	 to	 Hobart	 to	 begin	
her	new	 life.	 	Over	 the	next	 sixty-seven	years	of	her	
life	 as	MSS,	 Imelda	 utilized	 to	 the	 full	 the	 skills	 and	
capacities	she	first	developed	in	her	life	at	home	and	
in	Canberra.	In	1982	she	set	up	the	Family	Bookshop	
in	 Toowoomba	 and	managed	 it	 until	 she	 retired	 18	
years	 later.	 Her	 energy,	 love	 of	 life	 and	 people,	
enriched	her	ministry	throughout	her	long	life.	

Imelda	 McMahon,	 born	
in	 1925,	 was	 the	
youngest	 of	 six	 children.		
Her	 family	 lived	 on	 an	
orchard	 in	 Kurrajong	
NSW.	
After	 leaving	 school	 she	
spent	 a	 number	 of	 years	
assisting	 her	 mother	 to	
run	a	holiday	guest	house	
in	 their	 family	home.	 	An	
energetic	 young	 woman,	
Imelda		loved		music			and	

Posted	 to	 Townsville,	 she	 worked	 in	 morse	 code	
communications.	 	 While	 there,	 her	 mother	 sent	 her	 a	
cutting	 from	 the	 Tasmanian	 “Catholic	 Standard”,	 with	
the	 story	 of	 a	 new	 religious	 order	 that	 had	 started	 in	
Tasmania.	 	 Its	 sisters	would	go	 into	 the	country,	 live	 in	
caravans,	 stay	 in	 sacristies,	 or	 private	 homes	 to	 reach	
out	 in	 pastoral	 support	 to	 people	 in	 isolated	 areas.		
Verna	read	the	article	and	knew:	This	is	it!		
In	 1946	 Verna	 joined	 that	 “new”	 community,	 known	
then	as	Home	Missionary	Sisters	of	Service	and	became	
known	as	Sister	Paul.	It	was	just	two	years	after	the	first	
little	 group	 of	 women	 came	 together	 to	 go	 into	 the	
highways	and	byways	on	a	mission	of	 love	and	service.			
She	became	 the	 longest	serving	MSS,	71	years,	many	of	
those	 years	 spent	 in	 some	 of	 the	 most	 isolated	
communities	 where	 her	 presence	 was	 deeply	
appreciated	by	the	people	whose	lives	she	shared.	

Verna	 Coad,	 our	 sister	
Paul,	was	born	in	1922,	one	
of	eight	children.	 	 	She	grew	
up	 on	 an	 orchard	 in	
Lymington	 in	 the	 beautiful	
Huon	 district	 of	 Tasmania.			
Perhaps	 that	 early	
environment	first	awakened	
her	 eye	 to	 beauty,	which	 in	
later	 years	 she	 would	
express	in	painting.		
During	World	War	 II,	 Verna	
joined		the	armed				services.						
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